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Guns in a time 
of Corona

What’s relevant to guns, gun safety and suicide 
prevention in a pandemic beset by fiery, violent 

protests
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What is BCI and why does it matter?
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What did violent crime in U.S. look 
like before Covid-19?

• Violent crime 
overall has 
fallen roughly 
15% since 2009
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According to the FBI in 
2018, firearms were 

used in 72.7% of 
murders, 38.5% of 

robberies and 26.1% of 
aggravated assaults.
Rifles accounted for 
about 2-3% of the 

firearm used.
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U.S. firearm suicides and 
accidental firearms deaths

Per the CDC as of 2017:
• There were 23,854 suicides by firearm
• An additional 15,919 died by firearm via 

accidental/unknown means
• For comparison, poisoning—both intentional and 

accidental—killed 75,354 during the same 
period.

• Motor vehicle traffic deaths killed 38,659
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Tragic? Absolutely. Statistically speaking, no. Based on Pew 
Research, mass shootings accounted for less than two-tenths 

of 1% of U.S. homicides between 2000 and 2016.

Are mass shootings 
relevant?

• We often lose sight of the worst 
issues within violence and become 
engrossed in items that represent 
violence.

• In other words, our perception of 
barbarity is often shaped by 
exceptionally rare occurrences.
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Utah Gun Crime Rates, 
per the 2019 Crime in 

Utah report
Asphyxiation

%2

Blunt Object

%4

Drugs/Narcotics/Sleepi

ng Pills

%1

Firearm

%18

Handgun

%27
Knife/Cutting 

Instrument

%14

Other

%4

Personal Weapons

%7

Rifle

%1

Shotgun

%9

Unknown

13 %

Weapons Used in Homicides

Asphyxiation Blunt Object Drugs/Narcotics/Sleeping Pills

Firearm Handgun Knife/Cutting Instrument

Other Personal Weapons Rifle

Shotgun Unknown

• Utah saw 71 
homicides in 2019.

• Of those homicides, 
54.93% saw a firearm 
used in those 
reported.

• Homicides increased 
from 2018 by 
~11.59%
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Utah firearm-related suicides 
• Suicides outnumber homicides 8 

to 1 in Utah
• 85% of firearm deaths Utah were 

suicides between 2006-2015
• Utah suicides peaked in 2018 and 

decreased  very slightly in 2019.
• We have been averaging roughly 

620 suicides per year in Utah
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Then this thing called Covid-19 
happened…
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The Kyle Rittenhouse shooting is a tragic 
example of nascent gun-related deaths 
hitched to violent protests.
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Based on data from the Brookings Institute, 
there were in excess of 400 million 
registered firearms in the United States at 
the beginning of 2020

In the first six of months of 2020, 
approximately 19 million more firearms 
were sold.

Assuming a U.S. population of 328 million, 
there are about 1.3 registered firearms for 
every person in the United States.
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Are gun sales in Utah 
also increasing?

• Brady firearms regular checks through 
August of 2020, 114,816.

• Concealed firearm permit gun 
purchase verifications, 85,394

• For context, the number of regular 
firearm checks in all of 2019 was less 
than 100,000.

• This data does not account for private 
sales.
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What about Utah 
Concealed Firearm 

Permits?
• As of August 31st, 2020, there are 

697,369 valid Utah Concealed Firearm 
Permit (CFP) holders.

• BCI saw 9,721 new CFPs issued in 
August of 2020—the highest ever for 
August and most since June of 2016.

• The State of Utah is averaging 13,058 
renewal and new CFP applications per 
month!
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Available gun crime data in 
2020
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A sizable number of U.S. 
cities are grappling with 
outsized increased gun 
violence during 2020. 
The Covid-19 pandemic 
is likely a contributor.
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Are there any solutions?
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Recommendations 
and safety measures

• Focusing on those who visit the hospital with a mental health or substance abuse issue 
could reach a third of would-be suicides. One message to convey to them is the 
potential safety advantage of storing household guns away from home or otherwise 
inaccessibly to the patient until he or she recovers. 

• With half of suicide decedents never seen in the hospital in the year before death, 
other healthcare organizations, places of worship, and community-based groups could 
extend this message outside the hospital. 

• Given the high case fatality rate for firearms, if even a small percentage of Utahns who 
attempted suicide were prevented access to guns there would likely be far fewer 
suicide deaths. One method to achieving this is by having loved ones keep firearms and 
ammunition both locked and inaccessible to those who need help until recovered.
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• The implications of the public safety data for prevention are probably best discussed by a diverse
group of policy makers, gun owners, suicide prevention experts, public safety personnel, suicide
survivors, clinicians and others to think outside the box and find strategies that work reasonably
for all stakeholders.
• Most people who kill themselves would be able to pass a background check. Friends and family
therefore may play an important role in urging loved ones in crisis to store their guns away from
home or otherwise inaccessibly until the situation improves.
• One in four men who kill themselves with a gun were CFP holders. Utah CFP classes now include a
suicide module. Evaluating this effort is important. If effective, expanding to other venues – like
gun shows, gun shops, PTA meetings, sportsmen clubs, etc., may help change social norms regarding
keeping a gun from a loved one who is struggling in the same way that “friends don’t let
friends drive drunk” has lowered drunk driving.
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Q&A
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